88.   LETTER TO PRIVATE SECRETARY TO LT.-GOVERNOR
BRITISH INDIAN ASSOICATION
Box No. 6522,
JOHANNESBURG,
September 16, 1905
TO
THE PRIVATE SECRETARY
TO His EXCELLENCY THE LT.-GOVERNOR
PRETORIA
SIR,
I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
13th instant, No. LG 97/3, making certain enquiries about a letter addressed
by me to the Chief Secretary for Permits1 on the 1st day of September
current.
The writer of this letter has been in the Colony since 1883 with but
brief interruptions, and has been in very close touch with the Indian com-
munity whom he has had the honour to represent now for over twelve
years, and the first proof, therefore, that is respectfully submitted in sup-
port of the statement that there were over 15,000 British Indian male adults
resident in" the Transvaal before War is the writer's own experience.
My Association further submits the following in support of the
statement:
1.    In the year 1899, the British Agent submitted to His Majesty's
Government a report giving roughly the British population, and
the figures were published in the newspapers.   To the best of the
writer's recollection as to the British Indians, the figures given
were 15,000.
2.    In the year 1895, a petition was presented to His Majesty's Sec-
retary of State for the Colonies by British Indians in the Trans-
vaal which is published in a Blue-Book on the grievances of the
British Indians in South Africa,   A rough estimate was made of
the British Indian population in the Transvaal at the time and,
in accordance with it, there were at least 5,000 adult male Indians,
but those who were in South Africa between 1895 and 1899 know
that the largest increase in the Indian population of the Trans-
vaal took place between 1895 and 1899.   The increase was con-
sidered to be so alarming that the late President Kruger was urged
by some of the present anti-Indian agitators to take steps, but
happily, so far as Indian immigration was concerned, the late
President turned a deaf ear to any such suggestion.   It was in
1 Vide p  54.